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Incarnation of God

How the theory of incarnation of God,
became a common belief amongst the Hindus
and also amongst other followers of religion, is
a very interesting subject. Even the Western
philosophers agree that there is not trace of
this theory in Vedas and Upnishads. The
Christian belief is also of personal God which is
more or less shared by Islam. A description of
thisidea occurs in verses 7 and 8 of Gita.

The interpretation of these verses is that to
safeguard the sages, destroy evil doers, and
for restoration of Dharma (religion) Shri
Krishna manifests himself in all ages. It is no
where clearly mentioned in the above verses
that God who is all pervading is born in physical
form to ac-complish the afore-said objectives.
Ac-cording to some thinkers, the idea of
incarnation of God entered the Arya Hindus
belief when they had become weak in mind and
physique. This idea was a consolation to them
that the Avtar will take revenge from those who
were oppressing the Arya Hindus. In fact the
high personalities like Shri Rama and Shri
Krishna and the golden deeds they performed,
prove that they were liberated souls who
according to Swami Dayananda descended on
the earthly plane to guide the people in the
discharge of their duties.

Now let us consider about the significance
of Dharma. Commonly people think that
Dharma is another word for religion. But it is not
so. Dr. Radhakrishna, the then President of
India, in his speech at the National Integration
Conference held in 1961 declared that Dharma

is that which holds society together, whatever
divides disintegrates society, creates sects,
thatis Adharma.

Shri Rabindra Nath Tagore defines
Dharma as duty. But | think the Dharma
referred to in two verses of Gita quoted above,
apparently means Arya Dharma. Now let us
examine from practical point of view whether it
is absolutely essential for God to take up
physical form to ac-complish certain
objectives. In our times, we have witnessed
the strikes by postmen, navy men, clerical
staffs, bus conductors etc. But it has never
come to the notice of any one that the Director
General of Post Offices or the Minister
incharge of that department doing the job of a
postman during the course of postal strikes.
Similarly when clerical staff resorted to strikes
and office work was paralysed the high
officials of that department did not perform the
duties of clerks. The same occured in the case
of all other strikes. From this, it can be safely
inferred that those holding high positions,
would never like to shift to lower status
whenever there is a departure from duty by
their subordinates. But the propagandists of
the theory of incarnation of God want us to
believe that God, the highest authority in the
universe, does not mind to take up the lower
and limited status casting off all His highest
attributes, merely to carry out certain
objectives defined in the Gita. This is in fact
devoid of reason and common sense. There
are no valid reasons to hold that God took up

the physical forms merely to kill cruel kings
namely Harnakashyap, Ravana, Kansa etc.
and to settle the disputes over kingdom
between Kauravas and Pandavas princes.
How surprising it is that God is not caring to
descent on the earthly plane at the present
times when Dharma's more degenerating
than the times or Ramayan and Mahabharat?

The other significant point is that Gautam
Buddha has been classified as 22th Avtar
(incarnation of God in the Puranas, although
Budhism founded by Buddha basically differs
in many doctrines of Vedic Dharma and its
teachings had at one time in the history of
India; reduced the followers of Arya Dharma
to mere minority sect. However Adi
Sankeracharya who is credited with the work
of survival of Vedic Dharma, was not exalted
to the position of Avtar. Similarly Raja Ram
Mohan Ray, Swami Dayananda, Swami Ram
Kirshna Paramhans and Swami Vivekananda
are not called Avtar although all of them
served the case of revival of Vedic Dharma so
brilliantly. From all that has been discussed
above it is crystal clear that there is not the
slightest justification to believe in the theory of
incarnation of God.

'So high is His lofty grandeur, yea, the
Absolute One is even greater than this. All the
existing beings are (only) one part of His
(effulgence) and three parts of His immortal
(essence) exist in His selfluminous being. -
Yaj. XXXI.3

- S. B. Mathur
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