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The Chief Object of the Arya Samaij

The chief object of the Arya Samaj is
to do good to the world, i.e., to make
physical, spiritual and social
improvement.

This principle enunciates that welfare
of the Society, which includes not only
those who are followers of Arya Samaj
but includes even others has to be given
prime importance by the followers of Arya
Samaj.We can deduce from this principle
that Arya Samaj accepted that all men
and women are equal and there is no
distinction of caste, creed, sex and
religion.

Qur' anic Inscription:

Serve Allah and do not join any
partner with Him. And do good to parents,
relatives, orphans, those in need,
neighbours who are relatives,
neighbours who are strangers, friends
and associates, companions in travel and
servants. Allah does not love the arrogant
and vainglorious.

7. We should treat all with love, and
justice according to their deserts.

This principle highlights the
importance of justice in the Society. In a
caste ridden society classified according
to one's accident of birth, it was a path
breaking principle of Arya Samaj to
provide for justice to all sections of
society. Despite all that we have achieved
in the last two hundred years, large
sections of our society continue to be
socially discriminated and economically
exploited, solely on the basis of accident
of birth.

Qur'anic Inscription:

Fatima of Bani Makhzoom was
brought to the Prophet. She was caught
in theft. Prophet did not pardon her.

8. We should dispel ignorance and
diffuse knowledge.

Swami Dayanand in his 'Satyarth
Prakash' has said "blessed are the men
and women whose mind is engaged in
the pursuit of knowledge". Removal of
ignorance from society by lighting the
lamp of knowledge was one of the prime
objectives of Swami Dayanand and,
therefore, he advocated that every one,
irrespective of caste, has a right to study
the Vedas. The establishment of network
of educational institutions to impart
knowledge was one of the ways in which
the Arya Samaj implemented the
principle for diffusion of knowledge.

Qur'an also attaches importance to
knowledge.

9. Nobody should remain contented
with his personal progress. One should
countthe progress of allas one's own.

Qur'an, too, ordains one and all to
work for the welfare of the poor,
downtrodden and so forth. Help the
helpless, it says.

10. Every one should consider
oneself as bound in obeying social and all

- By : Dr. Siraj Hussain
benefiting rules, but every one is free in
matters pertaining to individual well-
being.

In this principle, the welfare of society
has been given priority over the welfare
of individual. Freedom is given to the
individual in his personal matters alone.
Whatever affects the society at large has
to be done in the interests of larger public
good.

By laying down the above-mentioned
principles, Arya Samaj provided a new
direction to the Hindu thought which was
being questioned by the western
educated Indian elite. It was proven by
re-inventions of these principles that
many of the social practices in the Hindu
society were in violation of the original
teachings of Vedas.

Thus, these principles provided for
equality of opportunity for all, particularly
for those who were denied equal
opportunity for centuries on the basis of
birth in a particular caste. It is also clear
from the above principles that they were
to become precursor of a new
awakening among educated Hindus
which was to result later in far reaching
reforms in Hindu Personal Law.

EDUCATIONAL WORK OF SWAMI
DAYANAND

We have already discussed the 8th
principle of Arya Samaj, which is for
propagation of knowledge in society
which would dispel ignorance. We all
know that Swami Dayanand had become
disciple of Swami Virajanand of Mathura,
a blind guru, who was knowledgeable of
Vedic inscriptions. It was an association
of this guru Virajanand that Swami
Dayanand could see a new world and his
faith in Almighty God became strong. It
was also Swami Virajanand who taught
Swami Dayanand that idolatry was not
sanctioned in the Vedas and the vedic
religion was quite different from
Hinduism practised at the time of Swami
Dayanand. As a guru dakshina, it was
demanded from Swami Dayanand that
he will devote his remaining life to the
teachings of vedas as the men and
women had forgotten the Divine Vedic
religion and fallen into evil ways. The
remaining life of Swami Dayanand was
thus spent in accordance with the will of
his guru Swami Virajanand.

Even though a number of Vedic
pathshalas were founded by Swami
Dayanand in his lifetime but they were
not so successful as they could not draw
the kind of students envisaged by Swami
Dayanand as a result of which these
pathshalas had to be closed. However, it
was after his death that Dayanand Ango-
Vedic High School in Lahore was
established by Arya Samaj in 1886. It
was in this school that lala Hansraj
became the first principal and Lala

Lajpat Rai became his co-worker. Within
a short period of 50 years, DAV schools
and colleges were established not only
in several towns and cities of undivided
Punjab but also other parts of the
country. Most of the Brahmins at that
time wanted to follow the Sanskrit
saying: "Teach not women and
Shudras". As expected, there was a lot
of opposition for setting up of schools for
girls but it was due to commitment of
Arya Samaj that a number of schools for
girls were set up in Punjab.In 1901, Lala
Munshi Ram established Gurukul
Kangri at Haridwar, an institution, which
was sought to be different from English
schools set up by missionaries in
colonial India.

The movement for establishment of
Gurukul was basically a kind of
revolution within Arya Samaj. A number
of leaders of Arya Samaj in Punjab who
were originally involved in setting up of
DAV college were not satisfied with the
educational programme of the college
and the importance given to the
teachings of English language and
Western literature and sciences at DAV
college. They also thought that due
importance was not given to Sanskrit
and Vedas at DAV college. Lala Munshi
Ram continued to advocate that only
Hindi should be used as a medium of
instruction in the college. However, he
had a number of opponents and
therefore, Lala Munshi Ram and his
supporters resolved to set up Gurukul.
Despite the initial financial difficulties,
the Gurukul was established on the
banks of river Ganga at village Kangri
on the foothills of Himalayas. Initially, it
was thought that the Gurukul system
would be a break from the colonial
system of education and students will
be under constant supervision and
watch of their teachers. How far has
Gurukul filled this onus is not a subject
which will be discussed here but | think
that it needs an in-depth study and
closer examination by scholars of Arya
Samaj.

A similar institution was established
by Rabindranath Tagore in 1901 at
Shantiniketan. He also felt that an
educational institution should be
established not in crowded cities but in
rural surroundings, in the middle of
forest, which would give students an
opportunity to experience the nature at
its best. Both these institutions have
become universities over a period of
time and it is a matter of enquiry as to
whether they have lived up to the
expectations, aims and objectives with
which they were established as unique
institutions of teachings and learning?
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